The Dynamics in the Patterns and Changes of Party Affiliation
of Municipal Candidates in the Last Three Local Elections
in Barotac Nuevo, Iloilo

A Research Project
Presented to
The Division of Social Sciences
College of Arts and Sciences
University of the Philippines in the Visayas
Miag-ao, Iloilo

In Partisl Fulfillment
Of the Requirements for the Degree
BA Political Science-Management

Presented by:
Lenirose A. Brana

March 28,2003



ABSTRACT

Brafia, Lenirose A., “The Dynamics in the Patterns and Changes of Party Affiliation
of Municipal Candidates in the Last Three Local Elections in Barotac Nuevo, lloilo™ an
undergraduate thesis submitted to the Division of Social Sciences in Partial Fulfilment of the
Requirements for Bachelor of Arts in Political Science-Management. University of the
Philippines in the Visayas, Miag-ao, lloilo.

This is a descriptive study on the party affiliation of municipal candidates in Barotac
Nuevo, lloilo. More specifically, this study attempted to determine the relevance of party
affiliation and to analyse the dynamics in the patterns and changes of party affiliation of
municipal candidates. A personal interview was conducted to a sample of informants. The
study reveals that the relevance of party affiliation is mostly for convenience, organized
campaign programs and financial support; the personality-oriented politics dominated the
political arena of Barotac Nuevo that nobody can influence the victory of a candidate but his
own self; that municipal candidates stay in the same political party because of personal
relationships, convenience, a good leadership and it is an administration party; that the
change of party affiliation was caused by the candidates’ ambition to hold public office, to
progress in their political career, personal grudges and discontentment of other party-mates
and convenience; that what greatly influenced the candidates to win is their personality and
not on whether they remain or change their pérty affiliation; and that it is difficult to run
independently if the candidate lacks the money, the fame and the personality to meet the

demands of the voters.



